WESTERN

AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATHS

SECOND SESSION OF

THE NINTH PARLIAMENT.

The Partigment was prorogued on the 26th Aarch, 1215, until the 29th April, 1915, It
was further provogued to 291k June, and fluclly to €9th July, 1915, when it met

. for the despatch of business;

and the Second Sexsion commeitced on thal day,

Parliament was opened by His Eaxcellency the Governor.

Aegislative Council,
Thursday, 29th July, 1915.

IPaw

Opening of Parfiament

Election return, Mctrupolll.an -Suburban Provioee

Governor's Opening Speech

Obltuary : Hon. . G, Gawler, Hon. G, Randell
Hon. T. F. Q. Brimnge .

Popoers presented ..

Bill : Adpption of Children Act Amondmcnt 1E.

Addresgin-teply, first day

Y e

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Council met at 3 o’clock
p-tn., pursuant to proclamation.
The President took the Chair.
The Clerk of Parliaments {Mr. G. T
Hillman) read the proclamation.

CLECTION RETURN—METROPOLI-
TAN-SUBURBAN PROVINCE.

The President announced the receipt of
the return to a writ issued for the election
of a member for the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban Provinee showing that Athelstan
Jobn Henton Saw had been elected.

The Hon. Athelstan John Henton Saw
took and subseribed the oath and signed
the roll.

THE GOVERNOR’S QPENING
SPEECH.
His Exeellency Major-General Sir
Harry Barron, K.CM.G, CV.0, en-

tered the Couneil Chamber at 3 p..; aud
the memhers of the Legislative Assembly
having also attended in the Chamber
obediently to summons, His Tixcelleney
was pleased to deliver the following
speech:—

My, President and Honourable Members
of the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of Lhe Legis-
lative Assembly—

In opening the second session of the
Ninth Parliament T and my advisers, and
indeed the whole of the peuple of this
State, keenly feel the sadness of the
limes. 8o many of our brave citizens
have hevoically fallen upon distant hattle-
fields, and so many others are waging
manly war in the trenches. Oihers are
in tronsit or preparation to continue
the struggle for the seenrity of our Em-
pire and the mainienance of British jus-
tice in the cause, not only of Britain, her
dominions and dependencies, but in the
cause of humanity itself. Never has the
world seen such hosts in arms, and we
trust that after the triumph of our
cause, the like will never be witnessed
again. Qur Empire and her allies are
fighting a foe stirred by the inceasing
ambition of selfish conquest and leyri-
torial aggrandisement,and whose national
vanity finds its unworthy expression in
crogi and barbarous war, The British
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people are peace-loving, and have seized
the sword only to defend their cherished
liberties, and to proteet the weaker
nations of Enrope from unserupulons
aggression and the violation of sacred
Ireaties and national Lhonour.

Through our cause runs the eternal
law of right and justice, and though
the ordeal at present is severe, we are
convineed that the armies of Britain and
her allies in the end must conquer. Yet
it would be unwise to under-estimate our
diffieulties, or the ferocious determination
of our enemies. 'Ilie situation is un-
doubtedly grave, and we need all our ve-
sources, both in men and money, to ae-
complish the task in hand. We know
that the citizens of the Empire are equal
to the saerifices required, and that in
courage, endurance, and the abnegation
of self, they will prove themselves worthy
of their sires and of the citizenship of
that great Empire that has eircled the
world with eivilisation, with freedom, and
with blessings to mankind.

Whilst the stress of war has been upon
us, dislocating normal finaneces and in-
dustry of everv kind, the whole of Aus-
tralin has been further oppressed with
the failure of harvests due to an unpre-
cedented drought. Happily, the outlook
for the future is brighter. The copious
rains which have fallen in this State give
Irromise of a bountiful and record har-
vest, and greater activity in prospecting
and mining, My advisers anticipate that
the wheat vield will approach 20,000,000
bushels, over one million and a half acres
having been placed under erop.

The combined misfortunes of the war
and the drought, however, have pnt a
severe slrain upon the resources of the
eonntry, The great areas of land settled
by our farmers were likely to vevert to
their original waste from lack of nature’s
produetivity and the settlers’ financial re-
sources, The (Government, realising the
diffienlties of the settlers, have made ex-
tra efforts to assist them: Not only have
they supplied the great majority of them
with seed wheat and fertilisers, but with
the actual necessaries of life, both for
themselves and their stock. In addition
to conserving and distributing the loeal

produets of ocur soil, they have imported
flour, wheat, and other commodities at a
cost of approximately £250,000 from out-
side the State to meet the requirements
of the people. Bevond this, financial
assistanee has heen rendered on an in-
creased scale through the Agrienltural
Bank and in other directions. Through
the agency of the Indnstries Assistance
Board approximately £500,004 has been
advanced Lo the settlers to (ide them over
their dilficulties,

The tarmers are not the only seclion
of the eommunity on whom disaster has
fatlen. Certain branches of the mining
industry, the timber industry, and olther
indnstries were brought to a standstill
mtil the Govermment came to their as-
sistance by direel advances, or with gua-
rantees for over-draft accommodation.
In (lis way the indusiries were kept
going, and the people concerned in them
kept emploved.

My advigers were naturally eoncerned
in warding off the heavy burdens that
have fallen upon the State, and in de-
creasing the econsequent suffering and
consciousness of misfortune among the
people, With this end in view, the Gov-
ernment has made every effort to keep
ihe wheels of industry in normal maotion.
As far as has been possible it has pro-
ceeded with its publie works, and so far
as will be possible it will continue to do
so in the future,

In the metropolitan area there has
been carried out an improved sewerage
and drainage system: 10,500 houses are
now conneeted with this work. On the
goldfields the water sapply has been ex-
fended, and the supply from Mundaring
Weir has been satisfactorily maintained.
In the dry farming areas there has heen
& large volume of work done to supply
the necessary water. Tn the Norlh-West
improvements in this respeet have been
effected. and new works have been pro-
vided where necessary. Irrigation works
at Harvey are in course of active con-
struction, At Geraldton, at Albany, and
at Collie, works are in progress to grant
adequate supplies to these impoertant cen-
tres,
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With the end in view of furthering the
development of the country, even under
most trying circumstances, railway works
have been carried out on a fairly exten-
sive scale, The number of miles of rail-
ways opened last financial year was 364,
thus bringing the total length of railways
opened for traffic to 3,331 miles, whilst
a further 413 miles are in course of con-
gtruction or. have been authorised.

In other directions, also, the CUovern-
ment has been attentive to the require-
menls of the State’s trade and commerce.
Additional harbour facilities are being
provided at Fremantle and other ports.

All this has entailed large expenditure,
but it has kept our ecitizens employed,
and the country progressing, and it has
made the disasters of the war and the
drought less noticeable in our State than
in any other State of the Commonwealth.

Amid the depression brought about by
the canses just referred to, it is pleasing
to note the stability and growth of our
mining industry. The great progress
shown in this industry in 1914 has heen
maintaived. TFor the first six months of
the present year the gold eutput was
£2,567,234. Coal to the value of £66,281
was raized during the same period, Other
minerals were raised during the first five
months to a value of.£63,475. The testi-
mony -as to the value of this industry
is shown by the dividends of the mining
companies during 1914, TIn that year
the dividends amounted to £799,392, and
for- the first six mionths of this year the
dividends tolalled £388,468. On the 30th
June last this industry bad psid in divi-
dends a total sum of £25,090,537.

It is still more pleasing to note that
not only the well-established fields con-
tinue to flourish, but goldfields such as
Yilgarn, Pilbara, Phillips River, and Yal-
goo are reviving, and in some eases are
providing new centres, such as Warrie-
dar, for energy and the production of
wealth. Taken altogether thg indusiry
may be said to be in an exceedingly pros-
perons condition.

My advisers have pot been inatfentive
to other needs of a great and growing
State, More particularly is this evident
in the domain of charity.

It is recogmized that for the produe-
tion of wealth from the mining industry
human lives are endangercd and sacri-
ficed. The Government are putiing into
operation a scheme which will provide
relief for those miners who have con-
tracled diseases incidental to their em-
Iloyment. A Board has been created to
manage the funds subscribed in eommon
by the Government, the miners, and the
mine-owners, for earrying out the scheme.

The Government has opened a sana-
torinm at Wooroloo for the treatment of
pulmonary diseases.

My advisers have also dealt with cases
of distress cxisting in _the community
{from the causes mentioned) by large ex-
penditure upen charities of a collective
and individual nalure.

There has been established a male ine-
briates” home at Whitby, and it is antici-
pated that a similar institution for
females will be opened at no distant date.

Provision is now heing made for the
opening of a central maternity hospital.

The Government has not negleeted the
cducation of the coming cilizens. Though
somewhat retarded by {he strained con-
ditions arising from the war and the
drought, the edueational poliey of the
Government has made sound progress
during the past financial vear. In that
period forty-six new schools were opened,
chiefly in the new agrienltural areas,
while additional accommodation was pro-
vided at many schools in the larger cen-
tres. The new ecurriculum, which came
into foree at the beginning of 1914, has
now been sufficiently tested to warrant
the statement that it has been found
eminently suitable to the needs of the

State.

Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

You will be required to give your at-
tention to the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure at an early dale. :

In the meantime vou will be asked to
grant temporary supplies.

During the past year there has been
an inerease in expendifure in respect to
interest on the cost of new agricnltural
railways and other works,
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Owing to the amount of money re-
quired by Great Brifain and her allies fo
successtully prosecute the war, we can-
not expeet the same assistance from the
Tnglish wmoney market as in previous
vears.

For the future we wmust rvely chiefly
upon our loeal resources and the liber-
ality of the people of the State to supply
the requirements of further loan expendi-
Lure.

Mr. President and Honouwrable Members
of the Legistuiive Couneill—

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

My advisers, fully conscious of the
great slruggle proceeding between the
Bwmpire as a whole and ils enemies, and
feeling that now is a time above all others
when all citizens should act in eoncord and
good Tellowship, are not desirous of in-
troducing controversial legislation for
vour econsideration. Tt is anticipated that
the session will be brief, vet it is neces-
sary to infroduce non-party and needful
measures, among which are the follow-
ing:—

Bills to amend—

The Mines Regulation Act,

The Health Aect.

The Land Act.

A Licensing Act to provide for a
referendam upon the hours of
closing Licensed Honses.

The Bread Act.

A Bill o pive Statutory Authority
for the Management of the Miners’
Relief Fund.

A Rill {o establish Statutory Weights
and Measures,

and Bills for the re-enactment of several
necessary emergency measures,

Preliminary fo the introduction of a
Rill for the Regwlation of Horse Racing.
vou will be asked to appoini a Joint
Select Commiltee to inquire info the mat-
ter.

I now leave you to vour labours, trust-
ing that by the blessing of Divine Pro-
vidence they will prove of material ad-
vantage to the people of Western Aus-
tralia,

retired and the
took the

The Governor Gthen
President (Hon., H. Briggs)
Chair.

OBITUARY—HON. D, G. GAWLER,
HON. . RANDELL, AND HON.
T. F. 0. BRIMAGE.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Huon.
J. M. Drew——Ceniral) [3.20]: Bince the
last sittiug of this Ilonse death has re-
moved one of our members, On the dth
March of this year when Parliament pro-
rogued, the Hon. D. (3. Gawier was in
good health and, to all appearances, had
many vears of useful life before him. In
the hrief interval which has elapsed he has
rassed away, 1 am voleing my sincere
conviction and the feeling, T think, of
every member when | say that the death
of the lon, genfleman leaves (his Huuse
the poorer., As one who was nob in ae-
cord with the attitude taken up by the
lion. gentleman in conneetion with many
politieal questions, T ecan conscientiously
state that T never encountered a more
manly or wmore honourable opponent. e
lield decided views and he fearlessly ex-
pressed them, but always in the language
of a (rue gentleman. Never once to my
knowledge during the five years he was
a member did he offend against zowl
taste, indulge in personalities, or impuie
unworthy motives to those whose actions
e felt called upon fo eriticise. He did not.
hecause he eould net without ehanging
lis nature. While speaking on this
monrnful suhject, 1 cannot avoid a ve-
erence lo two ex-members of the Lems-
lative Council whose deatls liave alse
oceurred since our last sitting—the Hou.
Georee Randell and the Hon. Thomas F.
0. Brimave. The late Mr. Randell ha-l
heen a resident of this State for 63 years,
during 40 of which he had devoted mueh
of his time to laborious and conscien-
tious service to the people, either in ihe
highest eivie posts or in the Parliament
of the countrv—as mayor of Perth, as a
member of the old Legislative Council
before Responsible Government, as a
memher of the [egislative Assembly, as a
member of this Chamber, as a Minister
of the Crown, and as a respected and
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revered leader of ihis House. Mr., Brim-
age occupied a seat in the Legislative
Council from 1900 to 1912, and all who
appreciated his good qualilies and the
great intercst he manifested in the pro-
gress of the State will regret his demise at
a comparatively early age. The families
of both deceased gentlemen will have our
decp sympathy. Mr. Gawler became a
member of the Legislative Council at a
period when Mr. Randell retired, and I
may add that they had some character-
istics in ecommon, the same kindly man-
ner, the same desire to faithfully dis-
charge their legislative duties and the
same houesty.of purpose. At a time like
this, another phase of Mr. Gawler's char-
acler 15 foreced npon our atfention. He
was deeply loyal and he was prepared to
make sacrifices o his patrictism. He was
a loving husband and a fond father; yct
he gave cheerfully two of his sons to
assist in upholding the emblem of our
freedom on the batilefields of Flanders.
We shall iss the late Mr. Gawler in this
House: we shall miss him because of the
patient, intelligent and fruitful considera-
lion he gave fo mcasures submitted to
his judgment, but we shall miss him most
becanse of the example he set us all in
the virtue of engaging in even animated
controversy without leaving in our path
any expressions which wonld cause pain
to others and perhaps remorse fo our-
selves. 1 now move—

That a letter of condolence he sent by
the Hom. the President to the widow
and family of the late Hon. Douglas
George Gawler.

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.25]: I beg to second ihe
mofion. As the senior representative of
the Metropolitan-Suburban Province and
as an old personal friend I must attempt
to put into words the sorrow that is felt,
both inside and by many people outside
this Chamber, at the unexpected and un-
timely death of Mr. Gawler. We have
just listened to a striking tribute to the
virtues he possessed, both privately and
publicly, and coming from a political
opponent they carry the greater weight.
I always think it is difficult at any time
in public to deal with personal sorrows

and at the present moment with an Em-
pire in wourning it is almost unseemly
to wear one’s heart upon one’s sleeve. We
have to bear up with what fortitude we
possess, but perhaps a reference may be
permitted (o pay respectful homage to
the sad figure of the bereaved widow, and
what consolation 15 given by buman sym-
|athy is hers abundantly. I myself
shall always vemember with gratitude his
personal kindness to me. His knowledge
amd experience were always freely placed
at the disposal of every member of this
House. I pass, lherefore, from the private
to the public loss. | remember once, half
in jest, referring in this Chamber and in
his presence to ithe illustrious lineage of
the deceased. That was perfeectly trne:
the family to which he belonged had a
tradilion of public service. His name is
well known throughout South Australia,
and this tradition of public service was
shown by the life of the deceased, and,
as has been pointed out by the leader of
the House, this family tradilion is being
carried on by lhis sons. 1In addition to
other public dulies whieh he performed,
T think it may be mentioned that he was
the consul for France in this State, and
we enn traly say that that great Republie,
which is one of our Allies in the war, has
lost a faithful representative. Reference
has been made elsewhere in the courls
where he practised to his high profes-
sional reputation. We had the benefit of
his professional skill in this Chamber and
we shall miss very much indeed his
trained and experienced criticism in the
questions which come hefore us in this
Council. T will say no more. We mounrn
his loss, and his memory will be precious
to us, while his example will, I think, be
an inspiration,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[3.31]: I did not intend to speak at this
stage, but rather to reserve my remarks
to a later one. Perhaps, however, I may
be permitted to say that in Mr, Gawler T
lost more than a colleague—I lost a life-
long friend and an old school fellow. I
lost 4 man whomm I had lkmown all my
life, and the longer I knew him the more
T respected him. When, in 1910, T rve-
signed from the representation of the
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Metropolitan - Suburban  Province, one
consolation was felt by me in the fact
that an old friend and, as I have already
said, an old school fellow assumed that
represenfation . my stead. And lhow
well he carried it out is known to this
Honse, is known to the province, and is
known to Western Australia. I may say
that Mr. Gawler died with a reputation
of which any man might be proud. To
his State he gave his services, to the Fm-
pire he gave his sons. Allusion has been
made to the late Hon. George Randell, and
it is a peculiar thing that I personally
have been conneeted with both (hese gen.
tlemen, In the one case Mr. Gawler was
my suecessor in the representation of this
province; in the other case I was the
sticcessor, the unworthy successor I fear,
of the Hon, George Randell, Of that gen-
tleman, anyone who took an interest in
the proceedings of this House must have
held that he was a model Parliament-
arian, Tt is often said by the unthinking
that the representation of a provinee in
Parhament should form, as it were, one
of the lesser interests in one’s life, that
to enler upon a pursuit which, after all,
represents one of the most important and
one of the most honourable pursuits which
can be taken up by anycue, namely to
help in the government of our country,
should form the lesser parl of the life
of the representative. To this mistaken
view the ITon. George Randell was a liv-
ing refutation, I do not think that anv-
hody gave more painstaking eare to the
details of Parliamentary work and to the
delails of Parliamentary life than did that
hon. genileman. He was one of whowm it
might be said, az the leader of the House
has said of Mr. Gawler, that fo disagree
with him wag perbaps to respect him all
ihe more. As leader of this House I have
had grievous and irreconcilable differ-
ences of opinion with the late Mr. Ran-
dell, but 1 may say that after we had
argued them ont and come to one con-
clusion or the other, so far as T was con-
cerned at all events, T felt (he highest
possible respect for such an antagonist.
With regard to Mr. Brimage, speaking
for mygelf and, I think, for the majority
of hon, members, in this House, we wel-

come ihe represeniation of every shade
of opinion, and the services of Mr.
Brimage were eminenily acceptable be-
cause he brought to ws the epinion of Lhe
goldfields, because be brought with him
to the Chamber a breaih from the wide,
apen spaces of Western Auslralia. We
ean ill, as a conununity, as a represen-
tative Chamber, bear the losses which
have fallen upon us. 1 beg wmost heartily
to support the vote of condolence which
you, Sir, will communicate to 1he ber-
eaved widow of Mr. Gawler,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [3.35]:
As one who possibly has differed from the
views of Mr. Gawler more Ihan tle aver-
age member of this House, 1 too desire lo
express a feeling of sorrow whielh 1 am
sure is shared by everyone who knew the
late Mr. Gawler, The feeling that I think
we all in this House have is that the lage
Mr, Gawler was a mode]l of what a mem-
ber should be—extremely conscientious
in the discharge of his duties, most pains-
taking in everything that he undertook,
courteous in debate, considerate and {ol-
erant towards the views of others, and
possessing a mind that was always open
to conviction. When Mr. Sanderson was
speaking aboul the late My, Gawler's
lineage, some lines of Tennyson occurrel
to me which [ think peeuliarly applieable
to our late colleague—

And so he kept without abuse
The graml old name of gentlemun,
Profaned by cvery charlatan
And soiled by all ignoble use,
1 am sure that this House, and indeed
everyone, eniertains towards his sorrow-
ing widow and his relatives the profound-
est svmpathy, and more especially to-
wards those gallont sons of lis who are
now so hravely fighting our haltles at the
front. Of the Hon. George Randell T well
remember that, as the Colonial Secreiary
gaid, he possessed many of the character-
isties of Vr.Gawler as a Parlimnentarian,
Mr. Randell was a carefnl examiner of
every Bill that ¢ame hefare this House,
and those members who remember him
will also remember how frequently he
rointed to anomalies and crrovs in drafls-
wanship, how frequently his action was
responsible for ihe removal of blemishes
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which otherwise would have appeared on
our statute-book. Of Jr. Brimage, 1 ¢an
speak as he is remembered on the gold-
fields. During the twelve years that that
hon. gentieman represented a goldfields
constitnency he invariably earried out
the promises under which he was re-
turned.  Mr. Brunage could always go
hack to the goldfields, and was always
assured of a warm welcome from every
section of the community there, and in-
deed from all political parties, beeause
he was a man who faithfully did his duty
in accordance With the terms under which
he was elected.

The PRESIDENT ([3.37]: Before
putting the motion, T may be permitted
to add a stone to the cairn of respect
and remembrance of our lale members.
Diverse qualities marked each man’s
character, which had been moulded and
coloured by his life’s experience and sur-
voundings, but all of our late members
had one thing in common—an earnest de-
sire to deserve the confidence whieh had
been placed in them as representatives.
George Randell was one of the pioneers
of municipal and social serviece in the
State, and was for some vears a servant
of the Crown. The lot of Thomas F'red-
crick Brimage was cast in the early days
of the goldfields, and he took his share in
the loeal government of the new com-
munity, Douglas Georve Gawler became
a member at a time when industrial and
economie questions were foreing their
way to the front, and these he met with
a kindly mind and with a suavily of man-
ner that nothing could sovr, ‘Thus
equipped with knowledge, experience.
and personal gifts, all our laie members
won our respeet, and may still instruet us
if we follow their example. The late
George Randell, from hiz longer acquaint-
ance, made a deep impression on me. I
felt that the motive power of his many
activities was his sense of responsibility.
Now, responsibilily is one of those great
words which shape the thonghts, the wills,
and the lives of men. Tt seems to me
even stronger than another great word,
dutv, Dutv looks to (he present, respon-
sibility looks to the present and to the
future. I believe that it was this thought

of having to answer, to render an aec-
count, for every opportunity of service
to his day and generation, that made
George Randell’s presence here so pro-
ductive of good; and the conduet of pub-
lic business was raised by lis constant
endeavour to do what was right and just
in the hest interests of the State.

Question put and passed, members
standing,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

The Colonial Seeretary laid on the
table reports and papers similar to those
presented by Ministers in the Assembly.

BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [345]: In order
to ascert and maintain the undoubted
rizhts and privileges of {his House Lo
initiate legislation, I move, withoul nofice,
for leave (o introduce a Bill entitled “An
Act to amend the Adoption of Children
Act, 1896.”

Leave given; Bill introduced, and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Hon. J.W.KIRWAN (South) [3.47]:
I desire to move that the following Ad-
dress be presented to His Excellency the
Giovernor in reply to the Speech he has
heen pleased to deliver to us:—

May it please your Excellency, e,
the Legislative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of TFestern Austru-
lia in Parliament assembled, beg to ex-
press our loyalty to our 3ost Gracious
Lovereign and 1o thank your Excellency
Jor the Speech you have been pleased
in deliver to Parliament. ’

On an ocension like the present it is but
meet that the custom should be followed
of the older members weleoming the new
members. 1 therefore feel sure that I
am echoing the feelings of all members
in welcoming to this Chamber the hon:
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Dr. Saw, From what 1 know of that hon.
gentleman 1 think 1 can say that he will
prove a not altogether unworthy succes-
sor of his predecessor. Than that, I think,
no higher recommendation ean be made
1o the members of this Chamber. 1 appre-
cinte the fact that I was invited by the
Giovernment to move the adoption of the
Address-in-reply; the more so because
| am not a member of the Gevernment
rarty. My atfitnde towards the Labour
party is to-day exaectly identieal with
what it was when [ was returned to this
Chamber first in 1908, and with what it
was wlen [ was re-elected to this Cham-
ber last year, I do not now belong and
never have belonged to any of the
political parties of this State.  Nearly
all members of Parliament Dbelong io
parties, but 1 believe they are party men
more by force of eircumstance than by
any strong faith in the party system
of government. T think all old Parlia-
mentarians will agree as to the many
defects of the party system, defects that
some times oceasion members o support
Bills they do mot approve of, because
their opposilion to them might imperil
a (Government that may favour other
measures whiell those members heartily
support.  Then there are the defects
which bring about a constant struggle
for office, a constant battle on the part
of the men who are out of office to replace
the men who are in office, a condition of
affairs usually very undesirable and pro-
dnefive of very objectionable results.
But whatever views we may hold regard-
ing the party system, I am quite sure
that the feelings of the avernge man
towards the political strife of parties
must border on contempt at a time like
the present, when the fate of the Empire
is hanging in the balance; for it must
be remembered that the fate of the BEm-
pire means the fate also of our mosl
cherished institutions and of all we hold
most dear. I think the average man is
neither a fanatieal supporter of the
Labour party nor a fanatieal snpporter
of the Liberal party or of the Country
party. The average man does not care
a snap of the fingers for any party:
ha wants good legislation and good ad-

sary evil,

ninistration, and he cares not what par-
tienlar parly it comes from. 1 feel
eonvineed that the average moan would
nobt expect that at a fime such as this
criticism of (Government actions should
allogether cease; because after all eriti-
cism is essenfinl to (he proper conduct
of public affairs; bul I think (har every
reasonable man has a righl (o say that
any eritieism which may be indulged in
at present shonld be designead. nol with
the intention of embarrassing or dis-
crediting those who have (he reins of
Governmeni, in their hands, but rvather
for the purposes of belping them. 1 will
ilinstrate what T mean by reference to
what bas taken place in convection with
certain aections of the Government. Al-
though the financial position of this Staie
is serious, still we must remember that
{he finaneial position of the Common-
wesllh and of every State of the Com-
monwealth is serious at (he present {ime.
With the souree from which we drew our
loan money, namely the London market,
closed, and with an inflnential member of
the Commonwealih Parliament such as
Sir William Irvine suggesting that it may
he necessary in the interests of the Com-
monwealth and the Empire to abrogate
the Finaneial Agreement. it is scarcely
necessary to dwell nwpon the gravity of
the financial position. Anyone who studied
public affairs could have scen as soon
as the war broke out that we were to be
brought to some such pass. The Gov-
ernmenit at that time proposed something
that wonld hetp in the direclion of im-
proving the financial position. They
brought in a measure which the Govern-
ment themselves strongly ohjected to, a
measure of increased taxafion. Taxation
ie always ohjectionable. 1t is a neces-
Tnereased taxation in a time
of difficulty and stress is an aggravation
of the evil. However, as the Govern-
ment explained at rhe time, they could
not see any less ohjectionable means
of improving the financial position of the
State. This House rejected that pro-
posal, and then the Government were
determined to adopt some other means of
helping to improve the finaneial position.
As the legislators of the country refused
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to sanction the course that the Govern-
ment suggested, so by means of adminis-
tration the Government endeavoured io
do something to improve the findnces.
The two administrative measures which
they adopted were measures which the
Government  themselves described as
highly objectionable, One was a redue-
tion of 1he hours of publie servants. No
one van deny that such a proposal in-
volves a wasle of time and energy. One
can but agree with the ecritics of the
Government in that respect. There was
another proposal, namely the inerease of
railway rates. Taxation by means of
railway rates is always objectionable, be-
anse its ineidence is nnjust. Its inei-
dence if such that the taxation falls with
undue Jeverity upon the men who use the
railways most, the men who live in the
back-blocks and who have to rely abso-
Iutely on the railways for all their sup-
plies.  Taxation by means of railway
rates falls upon one parlticular section of
the people with undue severity; and
moreover, it falls npon some who at the
end of the year have a debil, insiead of
a ¢redit, balanece. However, the Govern-
ment fully explained at the time that
they recognised all the objections to the
administrative reforms they introduced;
what thev pleaded was that some other
reform shounld be sugpested. When the
proposal for increased taxation came he-
fore this House I was one of these who
recognised the many objections to it, but
in the absence of any hetter proposal T
was forced to vofe in favour of it. iy
position now is that T cannot honestly
condemn the Government for those two
administrative reforms by which thev
have endeavoured to improve the finaneial
position, the reason heing, of course, the
difficulty of seeing any other means
of improving that position. T know
there are some hon. members of this
House and another place who, as erities
of the Government, point to the State
trading concerns. They blame the State
trading concerns as beinz to a consider-
able estent rvesponsible for the defieit. T
would ask those crities, as T have asked
them over and over again, to he good
enongh to he definite with reference to

“highly socialistic proposition?

those State trading concerns. I have
never heen wildly enthusiastic in favour
of them. Some of them, I believe, are
very good ; but as soon as ever it has been
satisfactorily proved, as soon as they have
had a fair irial and it is found that any
one of those Slate i{rading concerns is
net of benefit to the State, T feel certain
the Crovernment will he only too happy
to cut their loss and shut down such a
concern. T would plead with those hon.
mewmhers . who are eonstantly eriticising
the Government to be definite and clear
a¢ to the particular State trading con-
verns f{hey would shut down.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: All of them,

Hon. J, W, KIRWAN: T thauk the
hon. member for being so definite. It is
certainly a clear and distinet statement
coming from a gentleman representative
of the Opposition, T would like to ask,
furthermore, whether hon. members, erit-
ies of the Government, would, for in-
stanee, stop a project like that of the
Wyndham freezing works which is a
T think
everybody ought to agree that, whatever
we may feel regarding the Stale trading
concerng, the Government should he very
slow in extending sueh enterprises at pre-
sent.  During the elosing days of last
spsgion, when the war had raged for six
or seven months, what was my surprise
when the Government hronght forward
n proposal to establish freezinr works
at Wyndham! I admit that freezing
works at Wyndham may be very
desirable  if  circumslances admit of
their establishment. T take it there is
a great deal to be said in their favour,
for to carry live stock helween Fremantle
and Wyndham means an economic wasie.
But there is a lime for everything. [
question the advisableness of starting at
a lime of siress like the present a project
which is, after all. highly experimental,
and which no privaie individuals thought
suMciently profitable to wundertake. !
fully expecied that when the Bill was
hrought before this Chamber, which is
a stronghold of ihe anti-socialists. no
one would listen to the proposal, that it
wounld at onee be rejected. What was mv
surprise, therefore, when the Colonial
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Secretary (Hon. J. M. Drew) during
war time brought into this stronghold of
anti-socialism a proposal to extend the
socialistic enterprises of the Government,
and it did not meet with a storm of oppo-
sition as I expeeted, What happened?
From every quarter of the House, from
which he was formerly strongly con-
demned, Mr. Drew received nothing but
congratulations. The hon. gentleman is
so unaceuslomed to receive praise in this
Chamber that I felt pity for his embar-
rassment, and 1 saw him blush to the roots
of his hair. Where was the hon. Mr, Cul-
len, who now wants to shut down all
socialistic enterprises, when this fresh
socialistic enterprise was stnrted? Where
were all those opponents of social-
ism when a proposal of that kind
came forward? T was, in fact, the
only one who opposed the proposal
in this House. T did not find a
single supporter here. I only mention
this beeause those hon, members ean per-
liaps subsenuently render their actions on
that occasion eonsistent with their usual
attitude towsrds the State frading eon-
cerns. Not long ago, in another place, the
Premier, I think it was, appealed fo the
leader of the Opposition to tell him what
he would do to improve the finanecial posi-
tion of affairs if he had charge of the
veing of Government,
Hon. J. F. Cullen:
ministration.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: That was prae-
tically the reply (hat was made by the
leader of the Opposttion, only he put it
in a somewhat flippant way. T suppose
it was a very smart way in which to put
it.  He said that if a ship was being
stecred on to the rocks ilie best way to
save that ship was to change the pilot.
That certainly scems good advice, until
it is examined. What has happened
lately? Those who had the righi to say
who should pilot the ship of State have
lately heen appealed te. The result of
that appeal bas been this, that, althongh
the Government majority has bheen de-
ereased, the Opposition did net gain one
single member in addition to the members
they had in the last Parliament,  The

Create 2 new Ad-

position now is that there ave three par-
lies in another place, The party, how-
ever, “that is stronger than the other two
combined has the reins of Government in
its hands. To the patrictic public man,
it seems that irrespective of what party
is in power that party ought to be given
the toyal support of every other parly in
the State in a time of crisis such as this,
instend of earping eriticism being in-
dulged in and an endeavour being made
to discredit that porty, obstacles being
placed in its way, and the dilficult work
the Government have in hand beivg ren-
dered wore difficult. Tt is, in faet, the
duty of every loyal and palriotie eitizen to
give that party cvery possible help. They
can give that help. I should like agnin lo
ask those eritics of the Government, those
who are so ready to find fault with every-
thing lhat is done—and it is very easy to
find fault, for critics are always ready
made—1 should like to ask those gentle-

. men to exercise what construetive ability

they may possess by laxing down what
they consider to be the clear and definite
policy which ought to he pursued in the
present serious erisis that we have
reached. J1f the leader of the Opposi-
tion knows of a better course for the
ship of State to be steered, it is his
patriotic duty to point it out. Why talk
of a change of administration when the
eleciors have just spoken? I have the
ereatest respect for these eritics and for _
their constructive ahility and eapacity
io govern the affairs of the country, and if
their policy he outlined and found to

be hetter than the poliey which
has been pursued by the Govern-
ment, [ think T ean assure for

these crities the support, not only of Lhe
Government, but of every part of the

country, If they ecan frame a policy
that will be an improvenent on
that of the present Government, the
(Government (hemselves would be pre-
pared to adopt it. What more can
the Government do than they have
done? These crities have refused in-

ereased taxation; they opposed strongly
tlie reduction of the honrs of public ser-
vanis. and lhey apposed increased rail-
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way rates. What more is there io do?
Would they be in favour of a reduction
of hands in the public service? Wwill
they say “yes” or “no” to that?  Mr.
Cullen is silent, so are all the other mem-
bers of the House. Are they in favour
of reducing the hands engaged in the
public service? Not a single one of these
eritics, who are so strong in their eriticism,
will say *ves” or “no.”” Are they in fav-
our of lhe reduclion of wages? Wil
they say “ves” or “no” to that?  They
will not de so. T am not in favour of
cither a reduction of hands or of wages,
but they will not say “yes” or “no.”
Everything that is done by the
Government—and  the Government are
striving  bard wih many difficulties
—is condemned, hut they decline to
say  “yes” or “no” even to such
direct questions as I have propounded.
I£ it be not a reduclion of hands engaged
in the eivil serviee, and if it be not a re-
duetion of wages, what other conrse onght
in their opinion to be pursued in order
to straighten out the finaneial position of
the State? The Speech that we have just
heard vead by Hiz FExeelleney the Gov-
ernor forecasts a number of Bills, not
many Bills; but T am given to under-
stand that these Bills are of a non-party
nature. By degeribing them as of a non-
party nainre T do not wish to imply that
they should be non-contentions. There is
a great difference between a non-party
Bill and a non-contentious Bill. Let us
take any of these Bills—the Licensing
Bill, the WMines Regunlation Bill, the
Health Rill, the Land Bill, the Grain Bill,
and so on, Any of these Bills may eon-
tain contentions matters, but none of
them peed be of a party nature. Take
the proposal to control racing! That ques-
tion is highly eontentious but cught to he
non-party. I am quite sure that every
one, or nearly every oune, would agree
that there is too much racing, that racing
is carried on in this State to the extent
that it has degenerated almost into an evil.
The best means of dealing with the pro-
blem has, of course, vet to be discovered.
Tt has been suggested by the Government
that they would submit the Bill to a
select committee, or appoint a select

commitiee fo investigate and report upon
the question, and this will probably be
the nmeans hy which a solution of the
difficalty can be found. 1 feel that none
of these Bills should ocecupy mueh of the
time of Parliament. The session oughi
not to be of long duration. 1
would suggest that at a time like the
present there is work oulside for all
public men to do. There is work ouiside
that is certainly not less important; that
ig, in faet, more important than any work
thalt can be done in Parliament, There is
work to be done in the stimulation of re-
eruiting, There is work to be done in
assisting the various movements to swell
the patriotic funds. There 1s work to he
done for the Red Cross. There is also
work to be done in assisting those noble
ladies who throughout {he length and
breadth of the State, under the leadership
of Tady Barron, are so unselfishly de-
voting their time and their energy to pro-
viding neeessarics and comforts for the
sick and wounded, and for the wen fight-
ing in the trenches. I would respectfully
suggest that inewbers of Parliament
might be better engaged in that kind of
work than in wrangling over party differ-
ences, the breadth and depth of which
may be likened to the difference befween
Tweedlednm and Tweedledee, differences
whicli are trifling and insignificant as
compared with the terrible time of erisis
and of anxiety such as we are now pass-
ing through., T desire to move the adop-
tion of the Address-iu-reply.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[411]: T second the motion.

On motion by HHon. H. P, Colehatch.
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at £.12 p.m.



